Introduction to North Tract 

"North Tract" of "Patuxent Research Refuge" (part of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, formerly known as the "Fort Meade Trails") in eastern Laurel, MD.  This vast tract is part of America’s only wildlife refuge devoted to research, established in 1936 by President Roosevelt, but it also offers wildlife-related activities including horseback riding, hiking, biking, etc.  [These other users are generally very respectful of horses.] 

We want to familiarize TROT riders with this great resource, because the trails and road shoulders are impressively sturdy (on old packed-stone base).  This makes North Tract one of the few area venue you can safely ride when the ground is soaked, without causing trail damage.  Thus, riding here after wet spells preserves "your" local trails. 

Our ride will cover much of their almost 10 miles of rather scenic, hard-packed dirt/gravel woods trails.  These are flat with no stream crossing, so good for out-of-shape and/or green horses, and are generally soft enough for tender bare-footed horses.  [North Tract additionally has almost 10 miles of asphalt-covered road with wide, grassy shoulders that also are good for riding, even when the ground is wet.] 

One group will be walk/trot/tolt with a limited number of controlled canter runs, and hopefully there will be another all-walk group.  After the (~3 hr) ride, we can enjoy lunch (bring your own; we will provide sodas and desert) on the visitors' center outdoor seating.

FURTHER NOTES: 

-  Enter from Rt. 198, 1 1/2 mile east of B-W Pkwy (1 mile west of the the Rt. 32 interchange), at the "Patuxent Research Refuge" sign.  Proceed south to the visitors' center, to park.  The lot is normally plenty large, but with the hoped-for turn-out, it could be tight, (park close to each other, with overflow along an abutting road).

· To use the trails, you need to register in the visitors' center (free). They have bathrooms (also outdoor faucets, that in summer can be the best place to get horse water).]

-    North Tract hours are 8am to 4pm daily.  [But before going in hunting season                  call (301-776-3090), because some days are closed.]              

